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DATit 24 April 1953
Attn: C=1

AOMs Chie:, Contact DiViSiOn

swap= Interview with Alfred BERZINS - Information Received by
Latvian Consultative Panel (Latvian Freedom Committee of
NCIT.3.)	 :

aeference: Our memorandum aated 30 Janua iry 1953; subject: . Alleged
Partisan Activity in . the Baltic States...bur:41,s.	*

1. In response to interest expressed orally, by
::30f your nrfice,..this division undertook' to .

1W7Ctermine whether the information contained in referenced
memorandum had any basis in fact. Attached hereto is the
report of an interview which a representative of this
division had with Nr. Alfred Berzins, former Kinistem-
of Information in Latvia. You will note that Nr.. Berzins'
Information contradicts the inrormation furnished by the
source ofreferenced memorandum.

2. • It is requested that the fact that r. Berzins
Is a contact of this division not be divulged outside
of this Agency.

3. A copy of this memorandum is being transmitted
to Cover Division, PI, and Intelligence Audit Branch, Fl.

4. Any inquiry' concerninr this niemetandliit should
be directed to c:_	 :11 -extension 2775.. •
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Encloeure A

"Center of Free Partisans" in Europe 

1. Alfredkvzina was formerly Minister of Information

tiOn camp with Yaroslom totskovhead,of the"a;ti-Dolahnvint Bloc
In Lntvia."SUbsequent4khe spent some timkin a German concentra-

of Netipos ..(ABN) and becamem leading member of AM. For the past

worked for the Latvian Consultative Panel--recently named; tvian
years; Beis has not been active with AN; instead., Vas

Freedom Committee--of the National Committee for a Free Europe (GCFE).

2. , Berzins does not believe that a "Center of Free Partisans"
or any other Organization or group exists in Western Europe which .
systematically gathers firsthand information on conditions in the
Baltic states and Poland. He flatly asserts that the Latvian Freedom
Committee does not receive material of this sort from such a center
or from any-other source.

3. In 194647, a Latvian contact group was active in Sweden
which managed to obtain data on conditions in Latvia through con-
trolled sources. The last person working with this group arrived
in Sweden from Latvia in 1948. Since then, Baltic nationals in
Sweden devoting themselves to gathering information on conditions
in their home countries--both those organized privately and others
in contact with Swedish Intelligence--have been limited to radio
monitoring, interviews of escapees (e.g. some recently escaped fisher-
men), study of Soviet newspapers and magazines. Although Sweden isnit	 an excellent location for such efforts, it no longer affords a base
for active intelligence operations directed against the Baltic states.

r.,4.. . Until approximately December 1952, a mnall newspaper,
	  was published near Mulch with modest contributions(LK 3,000
to 3,500 monthly) from Badio Free Europe. This paper collected Some
Information on Latvia by interviewing escaped Germans. It kasheen.
defunct since Radio Free Europe withdrew its financial support.

5.	 ABN in Munich might be described. as a "Center of Free
Partisans" by a person not very familiar with the emigre picture.
It does in fact, claim to maintain. contact with Galicia (the former
Polish

 does, in
	 has never pretended to have access to informatiOn

on the Baltic states and. Poland. 	 . .

6:... Former members of undercross" (translated- from Latvian)
en extreme *rightist . Imtvisartioup, have built up an organization which

"ON", but Which is in no .way connected with Stetsko,'s
•outfit.' This riVal .LetVian. -"Allte • is headed. by •abliettac,', -"the Wei.
a content man forjba Secrity Service . i.1_2_11,11ga.and who now
iiiiTerbinTgeeekenmear.Banover... atiliilyiMccording:to.Berg
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.	 .	 ..	 .

	

.	 '.
Brac's croup occasiona/ly receives a letter from Lat...:.:,: vie Berlin,
but news from behind the Iron Curtain allegedly gathornd by it are

• fabricated. .The purpose of . thii. activity is primarily to obtain
: ftnds from US sources, and some =doers of the Brae Group are knOwnto have been . in touchwith•the Counter-Intelligence•Corps,.U.S. Army.
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	 .	 _-	 ...T., 'Vne :of . the bestinfermod Latvians in OermanY now is . •

I

: ' S,MajorIVilisNosners Who: Widest atTuatdorg near Detmeld (BritiabI `7507.7777 crrizrzrnqui -...kfavsait plagi (Latvian Combatants kllx

i

. ization). inctobieMmany SeCurity guars use&by thmUtS. and7Biitish

1.1

.gdEUDition.Forces;imCermasi'are:orgamdzod... Plane are currently
1r**0:briOgilltomrtlIstemers..tothe U.S. undertiapapices .g '. .

1 . and,tO.re	 • . r a period of r ef	 on-&	 e•-policies ofIEFE....4fajor &otters. would . be •one of thoselersons'MOst-
.....likoly . to. be in-contact With a free partisan center in Western:EttrOpe

I

• if such a center 'actually existed. BerzinS feels certain, however, '
• that•Major-Easners Would corroborate his own statements on that'

sUbject.-- •	 .	 •


